
The lamps are going out all 
over Europe; we shall not see 
them lit again in our lifetime.

Lord Grey of Fallodon 1862–1933

The United States must be neutral  
in fact as well as in name.

message to the senate, 19 August 1914. Woodrow Wilson 1856–1924

1914

1916

Do your duty bravely.  
Fear God. Honour the King.

message to soldiers of the British Expeditionary Force, 
August 1914. Lord Kitchener 1850–1916

If I should die, think only this of me:
That there’s some corner of a foreign field 

That is for ever England.
‘The Soldier’ (1914) Rupert Brooke 1887–1915

Keep the Home-fires burning,
While your hearts are yearning,
Though your lads are far away

They dream of Home. There’s a silver lining
Through the dark cloud shining;
Turn the dark cloud inside out,

Till the boys come Home.
 ‘Till the Boys Come Home!’ (1914 song);  

music by Ivor Novello. Lena Guilbert Ford 1870–1918

What’s the use of worrying?
It never was worth while,
So, pack up your troubles  

in your old kit-bag,   
And smile, smile, smile.
‘Pack up your Troubles’ (1915 song).  

George Asaf 1880–1951

This flying is the most wonderful invention.  
A man ceases to be human up there.  
He feels that nothing is impossible.

letter to his parents from Netheravon, England,  
1 September 1915. Billy Bishop 1894–1956

1915

There is such a thing  
as a man being too 

proud to fight.
speech in Philadelphia, 10 May 1915 

Woodrow Wilson 1856–1924

And Life is Colour and Warmth and Light
And a striving evermore for these;
And he is dead, who will not fight;

And who dies fighting has increase.
‘Into Battle’ in The Times 28 May 1915.  

Julian Grenfell 1888–1915

War is hell, and all that, but it has a good  
deal to recommend it. It wipes out all the  

small nuisances of peace-time.
The First Hundred Thousand (1915). Ian Hay 1876–1952

YOUR COUNTRY NEEDS YOU.
slogan on recruitment poster, 1914, showing Lord Kitchener pointing

Standing, as I do, in view of God and eternity,  
I realize that patriotism is not enough.  

I must have no hatred or bitterness towards anyone.
on the eve of her execution for helping Allied soldiers to escape from occupied Belgium

in The Times 23 October 1915. Edith Cavell 1865–1915

When you see millions of the mouthless dead.  
Across your dreams in pale battalions go.

‘A Sonnet’ (1916). Charles Hamilton Sorley 1895–1915

‘Have you news of my boy Jack?’ Not this tide.
‘When d’you think that he’ll come back?’
Not with this wind blowing, and this tide.

‘My Boy Jack’ (1916). Rudyard Kipling 1865–1936

There’s something wrong  
with our bloody ships today.
David Beatty at the Battle of Jutland, 1916

I have a rendezvous with Death
At some disputed barricade.
‘I Have a Rendezvous with Death’ (1916).  

Alan Seeger 1888–1916

Over there, over there,
Send the word, send the word over there

That the Yanks are coming,
The drums rum-tumming everywhere.

‘Over There’ (1917 song). George M. Cohan 1878–1942

I gave my life for freedom – This I know:
For those who bade me fight had told me so.

‘Five Souls’ (1917). William Norman Ewer 1885–1976

Lafayette, nous voilà! Lafayette, we are here.
at the tomb of Lafayette in Paris, 4 July 1917;  

in New York Tribune 6 September 1917. Charles E. Stanton 1859–1933

It must be a peace without victory… 
Only a peace between equals can last.

speech to US Senate, 22 January 1917. Woodrow Wilson 1856–1924

The shrill, demented choirs of wailing shells;
And bugles calling for them from sad shires.

‘Anthem for Doomed Youth’ (written 1917). Wilfred Owen 1893–1918

1918

My home policy: I wage war; 
my foreign policy: I wage war.  

All the time I wage war.
speech to French Chamber of Deputies,  

8 March 1918. Georges Clemenceau 1841–1929

What is our task? To make Britain 
a fit country for heroes to live in.
speech at Wolverhampton, 23 November 1918

David Lloyd George 1863–1945

At eleven o’clock this morning came to 
an end the cruellest and most terrible 
war that has ever scourged mankind.  

I hope we may say that thus, this fateful 
morning, came to an end all wars.

speech in the House of Commons, 11 November 1918; 
David Lloyd George 1863–1945

I am the enemy you killed, my friend.
I knew you in this dark: for you so frowned

Yesterday through me as you jabbed  
and killed… Let us sleep now.

‘Strange Meeting’ (written 1918). Wilfred Owen 1893–1918

Does it matter?–losing your sight?…
There’s such splendid work for the blind;

And people will always be kind,
As you sit on the terrace remembering

And turning your face to the light.
‘Does it Matter?’ (1918). Siegfried Sassoon 1886–1967

TAKE ME BACK TO DEAR OLD BLIGHTY.
title of song (1916) A. J. Mills, Fred Godfrey, and Bennett Scott

1917

1919

THE WORLD MUST BE MADE SAFE FOR DEMOCRACY.
speech to Congress 2 April 1917, Woodrow Wilson 1856–1924

Waste of Blood,  
and waste of Tears,

Waste of youth’s most 
precious years,

Waste of ways the 
saints have trod,
Waste of Glory,  

waste of God, War!
More Rough Rhymes of a Padre by 
‘Woodbine Willie’ (1919) ‘Waste’  

G. A. Studdert Kennedy 1883–1929

This is not a 
peace treaty, it is 
an armistice for 

twenty years.
at the signing of the Treaty of 

Versailles, 1919; Paul Reynaud 
Mémoires (1963) vol. 2  

Ferdinand Foch 1851–1929

Nor law, nor duty bade me fight,
Nor public men, nor cheering crowds,

A lonely impulse of delight
Drove to this tumult in the clouds;
I balanced all, brought all to mind,

The years to come seemed waste of breath,
A waste of breath the years behind
In balance with this life, this death.
‘An Irish Airman Foresees his Death’ (1919). W. B. Yeats 1865–1939

I saw him stab
And stab again

A well-killed Boche.
This is the happy 

warrior, This is he…
Naked Warriors (1919) ‘The Scene of War, 

4. The Happy Warrior’, 
Herbert Read 1893–1968

THE WAR HAS USED UP WORDS.
in New York Times 21 March 1915. Henry James 1843–1916

FOR YOUR TOMORROWS THESE GAVE THEIR TODAY.
Inscriptions Suggested for War Memorials (1919). John Maxwell Edmonds 1875–1958

Nine-tenths of tactics are certain, and
taught in books; but the irrational tenth is

like the kingfisher flashing across the 
pool, and that is the test of generals.

‘The Evolution of a Revolt’ in The Army Quarterly and  
Defence Journal October 1920. T. E. Lawrence 1888–1935

Here was the world’s worst wound.  
And here with pride ‘Their name liveth  

for ever’ the Gateway claims.
‘On Passing the New Menin Gate’ (1928),  

Siegfried Sassoon 1886–1967

See that little stream–we could walk to it 
in two minutes. It took the British a month 

to walk it–a whole empire walking very 
slowly, dying in front and pushing forward 
behind. And another empire walked very 

slowly backward a few inches a day, leaving 
the dead like a million bloody rugs.

Tender is the Night (1934). F. Scott Fitzgerald 1896–1940

The Somme is like the Holocaust. It revealed things  
about mankind that we cannot come to terms with  
and cannot forget. It can never become the past.

on winning the Booker Prize, November 1995. Pat Barker 1943–

You are all a lost generation 
of the young who served in the First World War. Phrase 

borrowed (in translation) from a French garage
mechanic, whom Stein heard address it disparagingly to

an incompetent apprentice; epigraph to Ernest Hemingway  
The Sun Also Rises (1926). Gertrude Stein 1874–1946

There is no difference between the 
Johnnies and the Mehmets to us where 

they lie side by side in this country of ours. 
You, the mothers, who sent their sons 

from faraway countries, wipe away your 
tears. Your sons are now lying in our
bosom and are in peace. After having  

lost their lives on this land, they  
have become our sons as well.

address to a group of visiting Australians at Anzac Cove,
Gallipoli, 1934; subsequently inscribed on the memorial

there, and on the Atatürk memorials in Canberra  
and Wellington. Kemal Atatürk 1881–1938

Dead battles, like dead generals,  
hold the military mind in their dead  

grip and Germans,no less than other 
peoples, prepare for the last war.
August 1914 (1962). Barbara W. Tuchman 1912–89

1920-1995

ALL A POET CAN DO TODAY IS WARN.
Preface (written 1918) in Poems (1963). Wilfred Owen 1893–1918
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